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Frederick Douglass High School’s Euclid Campus is celebrating an exciting milestone in its growing Career Tech 
programs. On December 5, 2025, Construction and Manufacturing students received a generous $5,000 donation from 
AIRGAS through their High School Welding Education Initiative, a highly competitive national program that supports 
hands-on welding education for youth. 
 
These funds will directly support the continued development of the school’s new Welding and Metal Working Lab—
an innovative space currently being built by the Construction pathway students themselves. As interest in welding 
continues to rise among students, this lab will give them the opportunity to explore a skilled trade that leads to stable, 
high-demand careers. 
 
The AIRGAS donation includes steel materials for constructing the f irst three full-size welding booths, weld curtains, 
fume extractors, and a complete class set of welding helmets. These essential items will allow students to safely 
practice real-world welding techniques and gain exposure to the tools and environments they may encounter in future 
employment. 
 
“This initiative will open doors for our students for years to come,” shared Matt Dings, Construction Teacher, who played 
a pivotal role in securing the donation. Selected from more than 1,000 applicants nationwide, Dings applied to AIRGAS’s 
competitive program on behalf of the school—a testament to his dedication to expanding opportunities for his students. 
 
Students across the Euclid Campus have expressed excitement about learning in a hands-on, industry-aligned 
environment. With support from AIRGAS and the leadership of teachers like Dings, Frederick Douglass High School 
continues to build meaningful pathways that connect students to in-demand careers. 
 
Oakmont Education extends its deepest gratitude to AIRGAS for investing in the future of our students and for helping 
us create a cutting-edge learning space that will benef it generations to come.

Frederick Douglass High School Euclid Campus Receives Generous $5,000 Welding 
Education Donation from AIRGAS
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As we step into a new year, we pause to reflect. 
 
In a world that can sometimes feel dark or uncertain, Oakmont Education is grounded by 
something powerful: the incredible determination of our students, the unwavering belief of their 
families, and the dedication of the staff who show up every day with purpose and heart. 
 
This past year, more than 5,500 students didn’t just f ind their way back to school — they found their 
spark. Their purpose. Their people. A place where they belong. 

 
To everyone who champions our kids, believes in second chances, and refuses to give up on what’s possible — you are the 
reason this season feels so full of hope. 
 
Looking ahead, 2026 promises to be extraordinary. More students reaching their dreams. More communities saying yes to 
options that truly work for students and families. More proof that when given the chance, every single child can soar. 
 
Happy New Year from all of us at Oakmont Education. 
The best is yet to come.

 Watch our latests testimonial video to see the impact firsthand at all our schools. 

Last semester, Towpath Trail High School East Campus welcomed a cohort of future 
educators through an exciting new partnership with the Kent State University 
College of Education. Over a f ive-week placement, these prospective teachers 
immersed themselves in the unique environment of a dropout-recovery high 
school, gaining a f irsthand look at the strategies and supports that help students 
re-engage, rebuild conf idence, and reach graduation. 
 
Throughout their time on campus, the Kent State students took an active role 
in daily school life. They conducted student interviews, provided one-on-one 
academic support, led team-building activities, and even delivered content lessons 
in classrooms. Their contributions not only enriched the overall school experience 
but also provided meaningful mentorship moments for Towpath students—many 
of whom shared how impactful it was to connect with adults training specif ically to 
support learners like them. 
 
For the Kent State cohort, the experience offered valuable insight into alternative 
education models and the powerful relationships at the core of Oakmont 
Education’s mission. Seeing students thrive in a flexible, supportive environment 
broadened their perspective on educational pathways and reinforced their 
commitment to meeting students where they are. 
 
The Towpath East team is grateful for the energy, compassion, and professionalism 
the Kent State students brought to the partnership. As these future educators 
continue their journey, we are proud to have played a small part in shaping their 
development—and we look forward to expanding this collaboration in the years 
ahead. 
 
Oakmont Education celebrates Towpath Trail High School East and Kent State 
University for working together to build brighter futures for both students and 
future teachers.

A New Year, Full of Hope

Towpath Trail High School East Campus Partners with Kent State University to 
Support the Next Generation of Educators
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— Cris Gulacy-Worrel 
Vice President, Oakmont Education

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R4I5MBP_wAA

